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POLICE REMEMBRANCE DAY 

Statement by Minister for Police 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [2.08 pm]: On 28 September, along with the 
Commissioner of Police, serving and former officers from the Western Australia Police Force and the 
Australian Federal Police, our police chaplains, and police families and friends, I attended the 2018 Police 
Remembrance Day ceremony at the Western Australia Police Academy. Our ceremony was one of a number of 
ceremonies conducted across the nation and overseas. Every year, national Police Remembrance Day ceremonies 
have been held across the country on, or close to, 29 September. This year, our nation honoured the memory of 
789 police officers who have been killed on duty, or died from injuries sustained in the course of their duties. Our 
state honoured the sacrifice of 85 men and women of Western Australia Police Force lost in the line of duty. 

Most recently, last December, we lost First Class Constable Denis Green. We joined with his wife Michelle and 
their sons in mourning his death and remembering his sacrifice.  

We also recognised and thanked the families and loved ones left behind—parents, partners, children and friends. 
Although our police officers serve voluntarily, their families do not; it is upon them that the burden of loss falls 
most heavily. 

This year the Flame of Remembrance was lit by Mrs Lesley York, in recognition of her son, Constable Peter 
Ball, and on behalf of all families and friends who have lost a loved one in the line of duty. In August 1998—
20 years ago—whilst stationed at Gosnells Police Station, Constable Ball was killed while arresting a suspected 
car thief.  

Police Remembrance Day does more than remember. It builds bridges between those who have sacrificed and 
those who honour that sacrifice. It provides assurance to the departed and their families that they are not forgotten, 
and above all that we thank them for their ultimate service. 
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